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Stephanie Konidaris is a 7th
grade English Language Arts
teacher at Westview Hills
Middle School. She currently
resides with her husband,
two children, and two dogs.

“If you don’t
remember what a
complex or a
simple sentence
is, I don’t care. It’s
not the end of the
world, but if you
can walk out of
this room being a
better person
than you entered,
that’s what
matters in life”.

TEACHING FOR
THE FUTURE
 

Þūĳî�ċîŕŕƙɍ�¹ĺƑĿĲƥĚē�ČūƭČĺĚƙ�îŠē�ŕūƭŠĳĚ�ČĺîĿƑƙ�ēĚČūƑîƥĚē
ǅĿƥĺ�ĲŕƭĲĲǋ�ƎĿŕŕūǅƙɍ�qƭŕƥĿɠČūŕūƑĚē�ŕîŞƎƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƎūŞɠƎūŞƙɍ
sĚūŠ�ĺîŠēɠŞîēĚ�ƎūƙƥĚƑƙ�îŠē�ŞĚîŠĿŠĳĲƭŕ�ƐƭūƥĚƙ�ǅƑĿƥƥĚŠ�ĿŠ
ČƭƑƙĿǄĚ�ĲūŠƥƙɍ��ƭŕŕĚƥĿŠ�ċūîƑēƙ�ēĚēĿČîƥĚē�ƥū�ƎĺūƥūĳƑîƎĺƙ
îŠē�ČƭƑƑĚŠƥ�ĚǄĚŠƥƙ�ƙƭČĺ�îƙ�ĿŞŞĿĳƑîƥĿūŠ�îŠē�ČĺĿŕē�ŞîƑƑĿîĳĚɍ
¹ĺĚƙĚ�ĚŕĚŞĚŠƥƙ�îŕŕ�ČūŞĚ�ƥūĳĚƥĺĚƑ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�ƥĺĚ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞ
ūĲ�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�eūŠĿēîƑĿƙɍ�Tƥ�ČƑĚîƥĚƙ�îŠ�ĚŠǄĿƑūŠŞĚŠƥ�ƥĺîƥ
ūĲĲĚƑƙ�ƎĚîČĚ�îŠē�ƑĚŕîǊîƥĿūŠ�ƥū�ĺĚƑ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�îŞūŠĳƙƥ�ƥĺĚĿƑ
ƙƥƑĚƙƙĲƭŕ�îŠē�ċƭƙǋ�ēîǋƙɍ�ɨT�îŕǅîǋƙ�ǅîŠƥ�Şǋ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�ƥū
ĲĚĚŕ�îƙ�ƥĺūƭĳĺ�ƥĺĚǋ�ČîŠ�ċĚ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ūƎĚŠ�îŠē�ĺūŠĚƙƥ�ƙĚŕǄĚƙ
ǅĺĚŠ�ƥĺĚǋɫƑĚ�ĿŠ�ƥĺĿƙ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞɩɈ�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�ƙîǋƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�î
ĳĚŠƭĿŠĚ�ƙŞĿŕĚɈ�ɨÞūƭ�ǅĿŕŕ�ŠĚǄĚƑ�îŕǅîǋƙ�ŒŠūǅ�ǅĺîƥ�ƥĺĚǋɫƑĚ
ĲîČĿŠĳ�ūƭƥƙĿēĚ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚƙĚ�ĲūƭƑ�ǅîŕŕƙɩɍ�OĚƑ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞ�Ŀƙ�Šūƥ
ƙĿŞƎŕǋ�î�ƎŕîČĚ�ĲūƑ�ƥĺĚ�ċîƙĿČ�ČƭƑƑĿČƭŕƭŞɈ�ċƭƥ�Ŀƥ�Ŀƙ�î�ƎŕîČĚ�ĲūƑ
ĳƑūǅƥĺ�îŠē�ČūŠŠĚČƥĿūŠɍ
�
�
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ūċǄĿūƭƙ�ĺūǅ�ŠĚƑǄūƭƙ�ĺĚ�ǅîƙ�ĿŠ�ēūĿŠĳ�ƙū�îƙ�ĺĚ�ǅîƙ�ČūŠƙƥîŠƥŕǋ
ĲĿēĳĚƥĿŠĳ�îŠē�îǄūĿēĿŠĳ�ĚǋĚ�ČūŠƥîČƥ�ǅĿƥĺ�îŠǋūŠĚ�ċĚĲūƑĚ
ƎƑĚƙĚŠƥĿŠĳɍ�ØĺĚŠ�Ŀƥ�ǅîƙ�ƥĿŞĚ�ĲūƑ�ĺĿŞ�ƥū�ƎƑĚƙĚŠƥɈ�ĺĚ�ċĚĳîŠ�ǄĚƑǋ
ƙƥƑūŠĳ�ǅĿƥĺ�î�ǄūĿČĚ�ƥĺîƥ�ǅîƙ�ŕūƭē�îŠē�ČŕĚîƑɍ�ØĺĿŕĚ�ēūǅŠ�ƥū�ĺĿƙ
ƙĚČūŠē�ūƑ�ƥĺĿƑē�ƙĚŠƥĚŠČĚ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ƎîƎĚƑɈ�ĺĚ�ċĚĳîŠ�ƥū�ČƑǋ
ĺǋƙƥĚƑĿČîŕŕǋɍ�OĚ�ČūŠƥĿŠƭĚē�ƑĚîēĿŠĳɈ�ĲîČĚ�ċƑĿĳĺƥ�ƑĚē�îŠē�ǄūĿČĚ
ƙĺîŒǋ�ǋĚƥ�ƙƥĿŕŕ�ŕūƭēɍ�/îČĺ�ūĲ�ĺĿƙ�ČŕîƙƙŞîƥĚƙ�ĺîē�ƥĚîƑǋ�ĚǋĚƙ�ĲƑūŞ
ƥĺĚ�Ƒîǅ�ĚŞūƥĿūŠɍ��ƥ�ƥĺĚ�ǄĚƑǋ�ĚŠē�ūĲ�ĺĿƙ�ƎîƎĚƑɈ�ƙĚĚŒĿŠĳ�ČūŞĲūƑƥ
îŠē�ƎƑîĿƙĚɈ�qîƥƥ�ƑîŠ�ƥū�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�ĲūƑ�î�ŕūŠĳ�ĺƭĳɍ�OĚ�ēĿē�Šūƥ�ǅîŠƥ
ĺĿƙ�ċĚƙƥ�ĲƑĿĚŠēɈ�/ŞŞîŠƥĚƙɈ�ēƭƑĿŠĳ�ƥĺĿƙ�ŞūŞĚŠƥɈ�ċƭƥ�ƥĺĚ�îēƭŕƥ�ƥĺîƥ
îŕŕūǅĚē�ĺĿŞ�ƥū�ƙĺîƑĚ�îŠē�ĚǊƎƑĚƙƙ�ƥĺĚƙĚ�ƥĺūƭĳĺƥƙ�îŠē�ĲĚĚŕĿŠĳƙ
ƥĺîƥ�ĺĚ�îŕǅîǋƙ�ŒĚƎƥ�ĺĿēēĚŠɍ�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�Ŀƙ�îċŕĚ�ƥū�ċƑĿŠĳ�îċūƭƥ�ƥĺĚ
Şūƙƥ�ƙĚŠƥĿŞĚŠƥîŕ�îŠē�Ƒîǅ�ĚŞūƥĿūŠƙ�ūĲ�ĺĚƑ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙɈ�ĚǄĚŠ�ĿĲ�ƥĺĚǋ
îƑĚ�ūĲƥĚŠ�ƑĚŕƭČƥîŠƥɍ�¹ĺĿƙ�ƙĺūǅƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ĺĚƑ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞɈ�îƙ�ǅĚŕŕ�îƙ
îŠǋ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞ�ĚŠǄĿƑūŠŞĚŠƥɈ�Ŀƙ�î�ƎŕîČĚ�ƥū�ĚƙƥîċŕĿƙĺ�ƙƥƑūŠĳ
ČūŠŠĚČƥĿūŠƙ�îŠē�ƑĚŕîƥĿūŠƙĺĿƎƙɍ
���������'ĚƙƎĿƥĚ�ċĚĿŠĳ�îŠ�/g��ČŕîƙƙɈ�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�ēūĚƙ�Šūƥ�ƙĿŞƎŕǋ
ĲūČƭƙ�ūŠ�ƎƑūƎĚƑ�ĳƑîŞŞîƑ�îŠē�îŠîŕǋƙĿƙɍ�TŠƙƥĚîēɈ�ƙĺĚ�ĿŠČūƑƎūƑîƥĚƙ
ƑĚîŕɠŕĿĲĚ�ĚǄĚŠƥƙ�îŠē�ŠĚǅƙ�ĲūƑ�ĺĚƑ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�ƥū�ċĚČūŞĚ�îǅîƑĚ�ūĲɍ
¬ĺĚ�ƙĚĚƙ�ĺĚƑ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞ�îƙ�î�ǅîǋ�ƥū�ƑĿĳĺƥ�ƥĺĚ�ǅƑūŠĳƙ�îŠē�ǅîŠƥƙ
ĺĚƑ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�ƥū�ĲĿŠē�ƥĺĚ�îċĿŕĿƥǋ�ǅĿƥĺĿŠ�ƥĺĚŞƙĚŕǄĚƙ�ƥū�ƭŠēĚƑƙƥîŠē
ƥĺĚŞɍ�OĚƑ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞ�Ŀƙ�î�ƙîĲĚ�ƙƎîČĚ�ĲūƑ�ĿŠēĿǄĿēƭîŕƙ�ƥū�ĚǊƎƑĚƙƙ
ƥĺĚĿƑ�ƥĺūƭĳĺƥƙ�ƑĚĳîƑēĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚƙĚ�ƥūƎĿČƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ūƥĺĚƑ�ĲîČƭŕƥǋ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ
ċĚŕĿĚǄĚ�ƥĺĚǋ�îƑĚ�ƥūū�ǋūƭŠĳ�ĲūƑɍ�¬ĺĚ�ƙĚĚƙ�ƥĺĚ�ƥƑƭĚ�ƎūƥĚŠƥĿîŕ�ūĲ
ƥĺĚĿƑ�ŞĿŠēƙɍ�'ƭƑĿŠĳ�ĺĚƑ�ĲĿŠîŕ�ƭŠĿƥ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ǋĚîƑɈ�ǅĺĿČĺ�ƙĺĚ�ĺîƙ�ƥĿƥŕĚē
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ŠĚĳîƥĿǄĚ�ċĚĺîǄĿūƑɈ�ƙĺĚ�ēĚēĿČîƥĚē�îŠ�ĚŠƥĿƑĚ�Čŕîƙƙ�ƙĚƙƙĿūŠ�ƥū

ǅĺîƥ�Ŀƥ�ŞĚîŠƙ�ƥū�ċĚ�îŠ�ƭƎƙƥîŠēĚƑ�ǄĚƑƙƭƙ�î�ċǋƙƥîŠēĚƑɍ�OĚƑ

ĚŠƥĿƑĚ�ƙČĺĚēƭŕĚ�ĺîē�ċĚĚŠ�ƙĺĿĲƥĚē�ċǋ�ūŠĚ�ēîǋ�ƥū�ŞîŒĚ�ƑūūŞ

ĲūƑ�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǅ�ŕĚƙƙūŠɍ�¬ĺĚ�ĿŠČūƑƎūƑîƥĚē�ĿŠƥĚƑîČƥĿǄĚ�ĚǊîŞƎŕĚƙ

ƥĺîƥ�ǅĚƑĚ�ŕūūƙĚŕǋ�ċîƙĚē�ūŠ�ǅĺîƥ�ĺĚƑ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�ĺîē�ēūŠĚ�ƥū

ƥĺĚ�ƙƭċƙƥĿƥƭƥĚ�ĲūƑ�ƥĺĚŞ�ƥū�ǅūƑŒ�ǅĿƥĺɈ�îŠē�ĺîē�ƥĺĚŞ�ƎūĿŠƥ�ūƭƥ

ǅĺîƥ�ĺîē�ĳūŠĚ�ǅƑūŠĳ�ĿŠ�ĚîČĺ�ĚǊîŞƎŕĚɍ�TŠƙƥĚîē�ūĲ�ƙĿŞƎŕǋ

ŕĿƙƥĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚ�ǅƑūŠĳƙ�ūĲ�ĚîČĺ�ĚǊîŞƎŕĚɈ�ƥĺĚǋ�ǅĚƑĚ�îŕƙū�ƥū

ČūŠŠĚČƥ�ƥĺĚŞ�ƥū�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ūǅŠ�ċĚĺîǄĿūƑɍ�OĚƑ�ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�ǅĚƑĚ�ƥĺĚŠ

îƙŒĚē�ƥū�ǅƑĿƥĚ�ĚĿƥĺĚƑ�îŠ�îƎūŕūĳǋ�ŕĚƥƥĚƑ�ūƑ�î�ƥĺîŠŒɠǋūƭ�ŕĚƥƥĚƑ

ĲūƑ�ƥĺĚ�ƙƭċƙƥĿƥƭƥĚɍ�¹ĺĚǋ�ĺîǄĚ�Šūƥ�ŞĿƙċĚĺîǄĚē�ǅĿƥĺ�îŠūƥĺĚƑ

ƙƭċƙƥĿƥƭƥĚ�ƙĿŠČĚɍ�ɨ¡ĚūƎŕĚ�ƙĺūƭŕē�Ǝƭƥ�ĲūƑƥĺ�ƥĺĚ�ŕĚǄĚŕ�ūĲ

ƑĚƙƎĚČƥ�ƥĺîƥ�ƥĺĚǋ�ǅĿƙĺ�ƥū�ƑĚČĚĿǄĚ�ƥĺĚŞƙĚŕǄĚƙɈɩ�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ

ƙƥƑĚƙƙĚƙɍɰ�¬ĺĚ�ċĚŕĿĚǄĚƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ĺĚƑ�ČŕîƙƙƑūūŞ�Ŀƙ�Šūƥ�ŏƭƙƥ�î�ƎŕîČĚ

ĲūƑ�ŕĚîƑŠĿŠĳ�îċūƭƥ�ƎƑūƎĚƑ�ƎƭŠČƥƭîƥĿūŠɈ�ċƭƥ�î�ƎŕîČĚ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ

ČūŠƙČĿĚŠƥĿūƭƙ�îŠē�ƭƎƙƥîŠēĿŠĳ�ČĿƥĿǕĚŠƙɍ

���OĚƑ�ċĚŕĿĚĲƙ�ƑĚĳîƑēĿŠĳ�ƑĚƙƎĚČƥ�ƙƥîŠē�ĺîŠēɠĿŠɠĺîŠē�ǅĿƥĺ�ĺĚƑ

ċĚŕĿĚĲƙ�ƑĚĳîƑēĿŠĳ�ċƭŕŕǋĿŠĳɍ�Tƥ�Ŀƙ�ĚƙƎĚČĿîŕŕǋ�ēĿĲĲĿČƭŕƥ�ƥū�ĲîČĚ

ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĺĚ�îĳĚ�ĳƑūƭƎ�ƥĺîƥ�ƙĺĚ�ǅūƑŒƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�ĚǄĚƑǋ�ēîǋɍ�OĚƑ

ƙƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�îƑĚ�ǋūƭŠĳ�îŠē�ŞîƥƭƑĿŠĳɒ�ƥĺĚƑĚĲūƑĚɈ�ƥĺĚǋ�îƑĚ�ƙƥĿŕŕ

ŕĚîƑŠĿŠĳ�ƑĿĳĺƥ�ĲƑūŞ�ǅƑūŠĳɍ�¹ĺĚǋ�ēū�Šūƥ�Ĳƭŕŕǋ�ƭŠēĚƑƙƥîŠē

ƥĺĚŞƙĚŕǄĚƙ�ǋĚƥɈ�îŠē�ƥĺĿƙ�ČîƭƙĚƙ�ƥĚŠƙĿūŠƙ�îŠē�ĲƑƭƙƥƑîƥĿūŠƙɍ

¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚƙ�ċƭŕŕǋĿŠĳ�ŞūƑĚ�ūĲƥĚŠ�ƥĺîŠ�ƙĺĚ�ǅūƭŕē

ŕĿŒĚ�ƥūɍ�~ŠĚ�ƎîƑƥĿČƭŕîƑ�ēîǋɈ�Ŀƥ�ĺîē�ĳƑūǅŠ�ūƭƥ�ūĲ�ĺîŠēɍ�ɨT�ĺîē

ƥĺƑĚĚ�qƭƙŕĿŞ�ĳĿƑŕƙ�ČūŞĚ�ĿŠƥū�Čŕîƙƙ�ūŠĚ�ēîǋɈ�îŠē�T�Čūƭŕē

ČŕĚîƑŕǋ�ƥĚŕŕ�ƥĺîƥ�ƥĺĚǋ�ǅĚƑĚ�ĚŞūƥĿūŠîŕɩɈ�ƙĺĚ�ĺĚîǄĚƙ�î�ĺĚîǄǋ�

ƙĿĳĺɍ�¬ƥƭēĚŠƥƙ�ĺîē�ċĚĚŠ�ŞîŒĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚ



ĺĚƑɈ�ŠūƑ�îƑĚ�ƥĺĚǋ�îĲƑîĿē�ƥū�ĚǊƎƑĚƙƙ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ƎƑūċŕĚŞƙ�ƥū�ĺĚƑɍ�OĚƑ
ǅîƑŞ�ƙŞĿŕĚ�îŠē�ƙƥĚŕŕîƑ�ƎĚƑƙūŠîŕĿƥǋ�îƑĚ�ĚŠūƭĳĺ�ƥū�ŕĚƥ�ƥĺĚŞ
ŒŠūǅ�ƥĺîƥ�ĚǄĚƑǋƥĺĿŠĳ�ǅĿŕŕ�ċĚ�ūŒîǋɍ�ɨ¹ĚîČĺĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚ�ČƭƑƑĿČƭŕƭŞ�Ŀƙ
ĿŞƎūƑƥîŠƥ�ĲūƑ�ƥĺĚŞ�ƥū�ċĚ�ƙƭČČĚƙƙĲƭŕɈ�ċƭƥ�T�ǅūƭŕē�ƑîƥĺĚƑ�ƥĺĚǋ
ŒŠūǅ�ƥū�ċĚ�î�ĳūūē�ƎĚƑƙūŠɩɈ�¬ƥĚƎĺîŠĿĚ�ĺūŕēƙ�î�ĲūŠē
ĚǊƎƑĚƙƙĿūŠɍ�ɨTĲ�ǋūƭ�ēūŠɫƥ�ƑĚŞĚŞċĚƑ�ǅĺîƥ�î�ČūŞƎŕĚǊ�ūƑ�î
ƙĿŞƎŕĚ�ƙĚŠƥĚŠČĚ�ĿƙɈ�T�ēūŠɫƥ�ČîƑĚɍ�Tƥɫƙ�Šūƥ�ƥĺĚ�ĚŠē�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ǅūƑŕēɈ
ċƭƥ�ĿĲ�ǋūƭ�ČîŠ�ǅîŕŒ�ūƭƥ�ūĲ�ƥĺĿƙ�ƑūūŞ�ċĚĿŠĳ�î�ċĚƥƥĚƑ�ƎĚƑƙūŠ
ƥĺîŠ�ǋūƭ�ĚŠƥĚƑĚēɈ�ƥĺîƥɫƙ�ǅĺîƥ�ŞîƥƥĚƑƙ�ĿŠ�ŕĿĲĚɩɍ

“Teaching
the
curriculum is
important for
them to be
successful,
but I would
rather they
know to be a
good
person”.




